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Adobe Studio on Adobe InDesign CS2

 

Learn the ins and outs of text wraps

 

The eye is sensitive to the form and placement of type. 
Adobe

 

®

 

 InDesign

 

®

 

 CS2 offers advanced typographic 
control and precision, allowing you to use the written 
word as an aesthetically appealing art form.

A good text wrap closely follows the contour of the 
object being wrapped. Adobe InDesign CS2 expertly 
detects an object’s shape and guides text around it. But 
in typography, what’s mathematically correct doesn’t 
always look correct; so there’s no perfect one-click 
wrap.

Text wraps look better when the margin abutting the 
object is justified. To make the right-hand margin 
justified in text with a ragged-right margin, go to 
Preferences/Composition and choose the justification 
option that suits the shape of your wrap. 

InDesign’s Text Wrap palette (Window > Text Wrap) 
specifies the distance between an object or frame and 
the text that wraps it. But setting these values is just the 
beginning.

Wrapping text around a rectangle is straightforward 
because the shape is simple. Your main concern is 
balancing the white spaces on all sides of the wrapped 
object. 

 

Selecting equal values for all the boundaries of this frame doesn’t cre-
ate even spacing on all sides.

 

The value for the distance between the top of a rectan-
gular object and the text that runs above specifies the 
distance between the object and the baseline of that line 
of text. (The baseline is the invisible line upon which 
characters appear to sit.) Leading—the space between 
lines of type—is measured from the baseline of one line 
to the baseline of the line preceding it. A top text wrap 
boundary of 0 means that the wrapped object could 
snuggle right up to the baseline of the text above it, 
leaving descending parts of letters such as g and y 
overlapping the object. Always have some positive value 
for this distance—try the leading of your text.

For text below the wrapped object, the boundary you 
specify defines the minimum amount of extra leading 
that can appear between the bottom of the object and 
the baseline of the first line of text below it. If the text’s 
leading is 12 points, and you specify a value of 0, that 
baseline can come no closer than 12 points from the 
object.

 

Dragging the lower wrap boundary upwards allowed another line of 
type below the wrapped frame, but the frame still had to be nudged a 
bit lower to center it vertically.

http://www.adobe.com/products/indesign/
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Clearly, having equal values for the boundaries above 
and below an object doesn’t guarantee that these spaces 
will appear equal. Ultimately, the spaces you see around 
the wrapped object depend on where it sits relative to 
the baselines of the text around it. The values you set in 
the palette are minimums, not absolutes, so adjust-
ments are normally needed to get the boundaries to 
appear equal. You have several options:

 

•

 

Adjust the values in the Text Wrap palette (you can 
type negative values, using the hyphen as a minus 
sign).

 

•

 

Adjust the wrap boundary using the Direct Selection 
tool.

 

•

 

Resize the object.

 

•

 

Reposition the object vertically (nudge it with the 
arrow keys).

Once your wrap boundaries are equalized, they’ll stay 
that way, unless you alter the text leading.

Wrapping curved shapes is trickier. Take, for example, a 
simple semicircle. Where the outline curve of the object 
is most vertical, the space between it and the text is most 
predictable. But as that curve becomes more horizontal, 
the space between the text and the wrapped object 
grows, because the width of the text wrap boundary is 
fattened by “slices” of the white space between the lines 
of text. This makes a circular wrap appear oval, pinched 
at the waistline. With undulating curves the effect is 
more subtle, but it’s still there. 

To compensate, select the object and use the Direct 
Selection tool to manipulate the wrap boundary just 
like any other path. You can add points using the Pen 
tool. To judge the results, print a proof—even the best 
screen display is a coarse approximation of a printed 
page.

In a semicircular wrap (fig. A), the gap between text and 
shape grows as the curve becomes more horizontal. 

 

Figure A

 

Selecting the text (fig. B) shows that the text shape is 
defined by where the lines’ bounding boxes touch the 
wrap boundary. 

 

Figure B

 

Using the Direct Selection tool to modify the boundary 
at the “poles” of the semicircle (fig. C) makes spacing 
more consistent.
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For more design resources for web, print, digital imaging, and digital video, visit Adobe Studio at http://studio.adobe.com.

 

Figure C

 

Adapted from “The Complete Manual of Typography” 
by James Felici.   

 

© 2003 James Felici. Published by Adobe 
Press. Used with the permission of Pearson Education, Inc. 
and Peachpit Press. To buy this book, visit www.adobe-
press.com. 

http://studio.adobe.com
http://www.adobepress.com/title/0321127307?aid=43bdbc65-548f-450f-8bc2-13b84842ac64
http://www.adobepress.com/title/0321127307?aid=43bdbc65-548f-450f-8bc2-13b84842ac64
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